
    

Monthly	Newsletter	of	the	Umpqua	Valley	Amateur	Radio	Club	

Jan. 2023 
 

New Hams, and Upgraded Licenses 
 

Our newest General Hams are:   

Extra Exam Test Question  - E1D02 

Which of the following may transmit special codes intended to 
obscure the meaning of messages? 

• A. Telecommand signals from a space telecommand station 
• B. Data containing personal information 
• C. Auxiliary relay links carrying repeater audio 
• D. Binary control characters 

Answer at the end of the newsletter 

Club Christmas Party 
Great turnout for the club’s Christmas Party.  We had over 30 people by my quick count.  I was too busy 
eating to count accurately.  The new club officers were introduced, and awards given out. 

Ham of the Year – Clancy Mills and Mark Rowell, it has been a while since 2 Ham of the Years were 
given out, but the committee had equal votes for both, and plenty of votes.  Both Mark and Clancy did a lot 
of work for the club last year.  Mark was Vice President and ramrodded the Way Station radio installation at 
the church.  Clancy did a lot of work with the repeaters and our digital modes. 

Pioneer Award – Dean Croft.  This is a new 
award, and will not be given every year.  Dean 
was instrumental in getting the club into digital 
modes. 

 

Photo of our Way Station working group being 
awarded certificates of appreciation for their work 
on the Way Station. 

 

The Umpqua Valley Amateur Radio 
Club meets monthly at The Way 
Church, 1352 East Central, Sutherlin. 
 
UVARC.NET is the club website.   
Check the website for updated 
information about testing, meetings, 
events and radio nets.  The website 
also lists local repeaters and 
frequencies. 
 
VE Test Jan. 11 @ 6 pm 
Next Meeting Jan. 19 @ 7pm -               



 
Dean Croft, K7FS receiving hes Pioneer Award for his 
assistance with starting the club with digital modes. 

 
 
 

What is POTA ? 
Parks on the Air (POTA) is a program where hams set up a 
temporary station in a State or Federal parks.  This also 
usually includes state & national forests and wildlife refuges.  
There are 2 classes of POTA people, Hunters and Activators.  
If you want to be a Hunter, go to the POTA website and get on 
the “Spots” page.  This will list most of the people working in 
parks, both in and outside the US.  If you want to be an 
Activator, you must be signed up with POTA.  You go to a 

park and set up and try to get as many contacts as you can.  Activators then send in their logs to POTA for 
points and certificates.   

Are you using N3FJP for your logging program?  Log on to the N3FJP webpage and go to FAQ’s.  Scan 
down the page to the part about POTA’s, and they have a really good section on how to set up N3FJP for 
logging POTA contacts and exporting the ADIF file activations. 

You don’t have to be signed up with POTA to be a Hunter.  It is a good way to make a few contacts and 
may be chat a bit if the Activator isn’t too busy.  Check them out at www.parksontheair.com.  One thing to 
remember, the poor guy in the park may be running a small radio and a shaky antenna, so don’t be surprised 
if you have trouble hearing some of them. 

Other “groups” of specialized hams are SOTA (Summits on the Air), BOTA (Boats on the Air) and IOTA 
(Islands on the Air).  Each one has a website, so you can check them out.  As far as spotting goes, the POTA 
website is the best, so far.  I usually find SOTA’s, BOTA’s and IOTA’s when I’m scanning the dial, just 
looking for special events or good rag-chewing opportunities. 

Upcoming Ham Events 
Jan. 28-29 – Winter Field Day 
This is the Winter version of Field Day, so the idea is that you set up in a remote location and also put up with 
Winter weather.  Not into rain?   There is an Indoor and Home option, so you can still participate.    Bands for 
WFD are 10,15, 20 40, 80, 160 plus the VHF/UHF bands including C4FM or D-Star.  Hours are 1100 Saturday, 
Jan. 28 to 1100 Sunday morning.  Mark N7MHR has offered is home for a location for people to set up stations 
and participate in Winter Field Day.  He has a collection of garages, carports and pole buildings, so you can set 
up Indoor, Outdoor, or Mobile.   Put “Winter Field Day” in your web browser and you can find their webpage.  
N3FJP has a logging program for WFD. 
 

Salem Ham Fair 
The Salem Repeater Assn. is holding their Salem Ham Fair, Feb. 18th, opening at 9:00am.  Admission is $10, 
they are not taking money right now, but they will hold you a place if you pre-register.  They don’t want to have 
to refund money if a covid thing hits again.  Tables are also available for $18 to $21.  Go to the Salem Repeater 
Assn. website to download the flier. 
    

 
 
 



Membership Renewal 
We have started a Square charge account that will let us pay our club dues with a credit card.  We will only take 
cards at club meetings.   We are not going to try to take charges over the internet.  Dues are still $24 per family, 
with memberships all running from the first of the year to the end of the year.  Don’t forget about the Early 
Bird.  If your dues are paid before the beginning of the January meeting, you are eligible for a drawing to have 
your dues refunded.   

 
Solar Cycle 25 

If you have not noticed, Solar Cycle 25 is well on its way.  In fact, it is exceeding the predicted values.  Today 
as I looked, the Solar Index is 148.  A year ago it was down in the 60’s.  A good indication of how well it is 
doing is my results on this years 10-Meter contest.  I had a pipeline to Brazil, plus I hit Namibia and the Canary 
Islands.  A friend of mine in Washington hit his goal of 1000 contacts and a Clean Sweep in the November 
Sweepstakes.  This portends well for things like the upcoming Winter Field Day and our June Field Day. 

 
 

General Test Answer:  A 
 

 
 


